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Dear Members
 
It is with pleasure I submit the Chairman’s
report for the Tweed River Jockey Club,
Murwillumbah 2019-2020 racing season. 
 
This Tweed River Jockey Club racing season
will be remembered as a tough one. Like
many other organisations, the COVID-19
pandemic has forced some changes upon the
way we operate. The TRJC has been brought
through it by the commitment of the Board in
such challenging times. 

The constraints of COVID-19 from March
forced us to close to patrons for several
meetings but allowed us to continue racing
with essential personnel. Despite these
restrictions, our club has been able to deliver
a great financial result. This is a credit to the
Board and our CEO, Timothy Booth. 
 
Thank you to the Tweed River Jockey Club
trainers, trackwork riders and stable hands
for their dedication to the club and the
industry. A further thank you must go to the
owners who continue to support our local
trainers. Congratulations on all your
successes throughout the year and I wish you
all continued good luck. 

A big congratulations must go to Matthew
Dunn and his wife Kiera for winning the 2020
Country Championships at Royal Randwick
with Gracie Belle. and winning the NRRA
Trainers Premiership for the 2019-2020
racing season.  I would also like to thank all of
our race day staff, race day officials and the
NRRA Stewards for their ongoing support and
assistance. 
 
Thank you to our ground staff who keep the
Club, Gardens and Racecourse in immaculate
condition despite the challenging climates we
may face. 

I would like to thank the TRJC Board of
Directors who have again contributed many
hours of their time every week to assist the
development of the Club. Your support,
friendship and professionalism make the role
as Chairman a pleasure.

Importantly, I would like to acknowledge the
many local businesses that have assisted the
club through race day sponsorship. Despite
the challenging environment of COVID-19,
our partners have continued to support us as
much as possible. Furthermore, an
acknowledgement of our TRJC Club members
who share our passion for thoroughbred
racing and continue to support the club in its
endeavours. Although attendance was not
possible during the later part of the year. This
support attendance and sponsorship is an
extremely valuable part of this club.

I would like to personally thank our Chief
Executive Officer Timothy Booth. Tim has
enhanced the Club into an excellent financial
position through his hard work and
dedication. It is a pleasure to continue to
collaborate with Tim and continue to evolve
the TRJC. 

Finally, I would like to thank my family and in
particular my wife Margaret, thank you for
your ongoing support allowing my
involvement in this wonderful club to happen.

Look forward to seeing you all trackside in
the 2020-2021 season.

B. P. Quinn OAM
Chairman and Life Member TRJC
Deputy Chairman and Life Member NRRA
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It is with great satisfaction I can report that
the Tweed River Jockey Club has returned a
healthy profit despite an indifferent year as a
result of COVID-19. 

The Club has returned a $113,281 profit a
tremendous result working off a $21,416 loss
last year and the first time the time the club
has returned a profit of over $100,000 since
2017 when under the leadership of Brian
Charman. 

The club successfully conducted 9 of its 11
race meetings for the year with the July 2019
meeting abandoned due to wet weather and
the state of the track (water logged) and the
traditional ANZAC day meeting being
abandoned due to COVID-19
restrictions. 

COVID-19 certainly provided it’s challenges to
the Tweed River Jockey Club and the racing
community as a whole, however I believe the
industry must be commended for its
professionalism and conduct at the height of
the pandemic ensuring racing continued. The
leadership of Mr. Peter V’Landys AM (Racing
NSW) and Mr. Brian Charman (Racing NSW
Country) was instrumental to the survival of
Country Racing in NSW throughout the
pandemic. 

The Pandemic and the decision of the QLD
Government to close it’s borders resulted
Racing QLD adopting policy same. This in turn
had a detrimental impact on racing on the
Tweed with field sizes impacted dramatically,
subsequently this had a direct impact on
wagering with all meetings through the
lockout period 3 in total not performing to
results of the previous year. 
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2020 Annual Report - Tweed River Jockey Club Limited6



The club also during the previous year has
invested sensibly in racing infrastructure.
Hydrants have been installed on the inside of
the sand track allowing the course proper to
be irrigated by a 300m tow line which was
kindly donated by Williams Group Australia.
TABcorp subsidised 8 racing sets of saddle
cloths and strapper bibs (now a necessity due
to COVID-19). The handrail on the members
balcony was also replaced and electronic
timing was installed on the barriers providing
the punter with more accurate information in
regard to the Tygalgah circuit. 

It is also important to acknowledge the
significant success Tweed River Jockey Club
trainers have achieved this year. Particularly
Matthew Dunn in winning the Newhaven
Park Country Championship with Gracie Bell,
the NRRA Trainers Premiership and returning
more than 100 winners for the season.
Matthew’s apprentice Emily Atkinson must
also be commended for winning the NRRA
Apprentice Jockey Title.

The Club now looks forward to some new
and exciting race programming in Summer
2020 with the inaugural Tweed Coast Classic
Carnival taking place over the 11th, 27th of
December and 23rd, 31st January including
the $30,000 Tweed Coast Classic on
December 27th and the clubs very first TAB
Saturday on the 23rd of January. 

Lastly I would like to thank the Chairman,
Bernie Quinn OAM and the rest of the  TRJC
Board for their guidance and support over
what has no doubt the most challenging
period racing and this club has experienced
since Equine Influenza in 2007.

Timothy Booth
Chief Executive Officer
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HONOUR ROLL

YEAR
2020
2019
2018

2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010

HORSE
Exclusive
Boncosta
Future Event
Xamex
Anne Bonny
Dream Speed
Bernie of Babylon
Ongoing Venture
Zar Zar Binks
Castlemagne King
Warrior Within
Rebounded

JOCKEY
Kirk Matheson
Tegan Harrison
Michael Hellyer
Clayton Gallagher
Belinda Hodder
Robbie Fradd
Jason Taylor
Brad Stewart
Matthew Paget
Matthew Bennett
Paul Hammersley
Glen Colless

TRAINER
Stephen Bennett
Brett Bellamy
John Zielke
Matthew Dunn
Owen Glue
Matthew Dunn
Stewart Campbell
Darlene Dureya
Bindi Cheers
Basil Ryan
Bruce Hill
Pat Duff

MURWILLUMBAH CUP WINNERS                                 
From 2010-onwards

YEAR
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010

HORSE
See It Thru
Waltzing Willie
Tailevent
Red Bowers
Red Bowers
Baron Douro
Hydrazine
Private Express
Getyourown
Naynay
Easy Play

JOCKEY
Jon Griesdale
Tegan Harrison
Mark Du Plessis
Matthew McGuren
Matthew McGuren
Ben Looker
Luke Rolls
Matthew Bennett
Matthew Bennett
Paul Hammersley
Chris Whiteley

TRAINER
Stephen Lee
Donna Grisedale
Bruce Hill
Matthew Dunn
Matthew Dunn
Peter Hulbert
Helen Page
Tom Pratt
Paddy Cunningham
Stephen Jones
Gerald Ryan

NEWMARKET HANDICAP WINNERS                              
From 2010-onwards
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